Laryngeal adduction asymmetries in normal speaking subjects.
To investigate the prevalence of asymmetries at vocal fold adduction, 109 vocally healthy subjects between 22 and 80 years of age were examined. All subjects were examined with a rigid endoscope and video recorded. The recordings were analysed off line by two laryngologists. Seventy percent of the subjects displayed some kind of asymmetry. There was no difference between the sexes. Side differences in antero-posterior position of the corniculate or cuneiform tubercles were the most frequent asymmetries, occurring in 66% of the total material and in 92% of the asymmetrical cases. Asymmetries appeared more common and more marked in older subjects and possibly more frequent in singers than in non-singers. Laryngeal adduction asymmetries are probably of little importance for voice function.